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Knowledge of School

My structure project was completed at Martin Middle School in East Providence.

I
There are seven hundred and ninety four students and eighty two teachers. The mekeup
e rd
of the population of the students is seventy five percent White, sixteen percent African

American, two percent Asian, six percent Hispanic, and two percent Native Americans.
/ Vs
Two percent of the students receive English as a Second Language services, and fifty

¢ -
three parcent receive free or reduced funch. Seven percent of the school is in a self
v
contamed classroom and twenty percent receive general edueation with supports. Martin
-
Middle School reached its proliciency in Reading and Mathemalics compared with the

percentage of similar students statewide. Writing s a little below its proficiency
'
compared to similar schools slalewide.

-

From my observations this school is very large and (eacher | observed while

observing my students was great and (here {or her students. She seemed like she goes
/

above and beyond for them. There is a police officer in the school everyday and a nurse
~

there everyday. The Nurse leaves for a half hour everyday, ’m assuming for luneh. This

-~
school isn’t very secure though even though there is a police officer there. Every time I

~
went to the school not one person asked for my identification, or even asked who I was. |

’
would walk 10 and ask them for a visilors pass. The only thing they would ask is where |

-

was going. They never lalked 1o Mrs. Furtado (o find out and make sure 1 was going

e
there or of she knew I was coming or was supposed to be there. Other than this, the

school seems to be 2 good school and very focused on their students.



Sefting and Students

While at Martin Middle School I observed four students in their special education

classroom. There teacher was Mrs. Furlado. The students are going to have a pseudo
@F@? 1o keep their conflidentiality. They will be called Sam, Ben, Kate, and Tara.

Kate is an eleven year old female in sjxth grac- Her disability label is having an
- ~
emnotional disorder. Kate has an overall average academic achievement and is advanced

m reasoning. She hed received a three{n all three NECAP tests. Kate has problems

~
keeping herself in contro! when she hecomes upset. Also, she doesn’t hike loud noises or

the sound of pencﬂg writing, chaik on the board, or the sound of markers. She will wear
earplugs in ctass and writes with erasable gens. According to her individual education
plan, she is an independent learner and is on-task during work time and works at an
average rate. 1f also states (hat she interacts well with her p,éers, even through my

-
obscrvalions, I haven’t seen her socialize with any of (he students unless nsked to and

same with (he teachers. Personally, she is where she is supposed o be, average. She

'/
performs at a sixth grade level.

Kale sits 1n the [irst row, in the last seat, near (he door. She seems to keep 10

_ spechad iy T ,
herself and receives some help from the educational psychologist-in the room, Mr. Fish.

They seem to get along well. She scems 16 be shy and onlv speaks when spoken to. She

keeps (b hersetf. She seems to be organized and this is backed up by her individualized

education plan (IEP) and from what I have noticed does her homework every time it 1§

-
due. She needs further development in her writlen competencies 10 writlen expression.



I

She has two goals in her IEP, which are to write for a variery of purposes,
audiences, and genres osing all of the stapes of the writing process and incorporating

correct grammar and conventions. Her second goal is (o maintain appropriate behavior in

~
all school environments.

-

From my observations, Kate is a shy girl who seems to keep (o herself. Everyday

I have gone to the school to observe she has been there. She doesn’t seem to be absent
—
very oflen. She does her work when directed to and doesn’t ask many questions. She

doesn’t like to go 1o Lthe board, but does raise her hand to answer questions from the
teacher.

Tara js also an eleven year old female in the sixth grade. Her disability iabel is

-

having a leaming disability. According to her IEP, her strengths for her functional

~
performance are she is extrernely helpful, polite and sweet. She is good at typing and
enjoys working cn the computer and is encouraged to write her final copies of her stories

on it. She likes hands-on activitiés, spending time with her friends, is very social and
-

ontgoing. She is mice Lo others and is always asking what she can do (o help. She loves

rd

music and sings well. She is in the chorus and does well. She has a difficult fime
focusing on her work, and having on-1ask behavicfr. She constantly tums around at her
desk and tries to see what others are duiﬁg. She has 2 hard time listening l; directions
and js always getting out of ber seat instead of raising her hand. She is impulsive. She
has some difficulty completing her work, she consistently tums in homework that ig
mcomplete, messy and s/huws no efferi. Due to her smpulsivity, she has difficulty turning

Frue
in work that is neat and not messy. She can be disrespectful at times and can be



/

emotional and will cry. She doesn’t understand why she has to fix her work when told to
do so.
Tara’s present levels of academic achievement are that she can read a story at her
—
level and has some good ideas for writing. She is capable of writing shorl paragraphs on
given topics and can add and subtract with regrouping. She knov@ﬁﬁhiply one digit
numbers (1-10) and sometimes uses a multiplication chart to help her with her facts that
she is unsure of. She also knows her place values into the millions and can count using
- - -
coins. She has difficulty decoding words, reading words in isolation, comprehension
skills, and answering questions about what she has read and esp&:ia]iy in writing. When
writing she needs to use a graphic organizer o help her get her ideas on paper. Tara
writes very messy, which makes it very difTicult to read al;mes and she also doesn’t
always use appropriate capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar. She has a
difficult time expanding her sentences and uses only basic sentences. When she is doing
Math, she makes careless mistakes with addition and subtraction and her multiplication is
inconsistenl” She has a herd time with word problems. Her areas that are being
-
addressed 1n her IEP academically are Reading, Wﬁtinfg, and Math aud functionally are
her organizational skills.
Tara has four goals in her IEP. They are that she will improve her dccodingf
fluency, and comprehension. The second poal is she will write an appropriate paragraph
of five to six sentences using the correct capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and

-
granimar. She will have an appropriate beginning, middle, and end to her writing and she

will improve her writing to make it easier to read. The third goal is for her to improve
v

her knowledge of all the math facts and their application o 2, 3, and 4 digit numbers.



She will leamn techniques to help her to solve word prcbl@:. Her fourth and final goal
/

15 that she will improve her organizational skills to be more successful in school.

Sam is a thirteen year old boy in the seventh ggdc. His disability label is having
& leaming disabilil{ Sam’s present levels of functional performance are that he is a very
pleasant, and puts forih his best effort in all academic areas. He is very organized
through the use of hig agenda. Sam needs (o advocate for himself W},]Cfl he doesn’t
understand directions or a concept. He starts to shut down when he gets f;ustraled and he
needs to use various ways to cornmunication to advocate for himsetf.

s
Sam’s present level of academic achievement is puttung forth excellent effort in

math and contributes during/ class. He needs to improve his reading, writing and math
abilities. During the NECAP’s he scored substantially befow proﬁcic'n/t in all areas of
this testing compared to his grade level pccrs His reading and writing are still ; 151
( Spanslo loptin ¥hon. EV& Gradd

inventive siage and he reads at a sixth grade 1ével reading thirty eight words per minute
when his peers are reading one hundred and fifty words perninute. There is a lack of
understanding of academnic vocabulary hinders hus progress in all of his classes. Higher
order thinking is difficult because his basic math skills a{e scattered. Explicit leaching/is
needed to incorporate a variety of problem solving strategies into his repertoire. The areas
addressed in his IEP for academic achievemnent are reading, writing, 2nd mathematics and
for functional improveinent is his communication./

Sam has five goals to try to reach. The first goal is to learn writing skills that wil)
increase her score on Lhe East Providence Rnbnc (o level I,\:o The second goal is to

generalize his inathematic kmowledpge and use problem solving skills to solve a variety of

/
mathernatical problems. The third goal is to increase his reading readiness skills in the



/
areas of decoding and word recognilion by increasing his words per minute by fifty

percent of his current abi]i{y- The fourth goal is to increase the appropriate use of
. . . ~
classroom discourse skillg to eighty _perr(em accuracy as measured by teachers and/ or
loppasie jovrgiine 2 .
SLP. The fifih and finat goal for Sam is to increase the appropriate use of asking and
answering questions in conversation and written work to ¢ighty percent 29 measured by
teachers and/ or SLP.

Through y_,qbservations, Sam talks to his peers b-cfore/plass stanis. He has a

machine called|a ﬁn le which is a machine that reads books o him. He has heedphones

-
and his mother buys the books to download onto it and he listens (o it read to him while

i
he follows along in the book. This way more than one learning style is being nsed. He

v

rd
can see the words, and listen to them being read to him. Sam is very shy when it comes
o new people, he didn’t really open up to me when 1 had a conversation with him about
-
something he was writing about. He opened up to me and had a short conversation with

s
me once he realized I had the same experience as him at Universal Studios. He secems to

/
be a very nice child. Sam sits in the middie row, second seat.

Ben is an eleven year old male in the sixth grade. His disability label is having a
Ve

learning disability. According to his JEP his present levels of funclional performance are
that he i1s independent with Activities Z)?Daily Living/ Dressing Skills wi:hin school
environment and he can produce most sounds accurately/ and it is understood most of the
time. He has a significant anrount of nasal emission during connccleil speech and at

times, this impacts his inteligibility.
~
His present levels of academic achievement are that he 1s able to add multi-digit

equations with regronping independently, to read a passage and uses minimal assistance



when decoding wotds, to produce great ideas when given a topic 1o write about, can
follow directions and simple comprehension questions after listening to a story and his
understanding of categorization has improved. He can state category names when given
four names and can identify words that don't belong and give a reason why they don't.
Ben can also retell familiar smrig in sequence. He 15 able to cut within boundari?:s using
right dominant hand to cnt and assisting hand to shift the paper. He does need assistance
and visuals when solving subtraction equations with regro&;;ng, and he also needs
visuals and a manipulative when solving multiplication equati‘c;ns. He has difficulty
when reading a passage and ge,eds prompts when answering comprehension questions. ~
He needs 0 understand/ express many word relationships such as antonyms, synonyius,
and multiple meaning word/s. He also needs assislance wilhh when organizing his
thoughts and ideas to produce a (inal product. He needs to continue to improve his
ability to producc grammatically corrcet sentences. Ben’s standardized visual perceptual
lesting reveals below average visual motor integration Skills and motor reduced visual
perceptual skills. He has demonstrated imprnved writien communication skills when he
works in a quiet distraclion free arca and ntilizes ada/ptive writing paper. Some samples
of when Ben uses wide ruied notebook paper reveals a difficulty with letter alignr;cnls
and spacing between words. He is able 1o produce approximately (our to five seutences
in a twenly-five minute ;;riod utitizing the computer and word prediction software
programn. Having him use the computer seems to help produce more written expression
for lengthy assignments with an improved legibility/ quality. His areas to be addressed

during this IEP are his receptive and expressive language, his writing and written

expression, reading, writing, and math.
-~



Ben has seven goals he is trying to reach. The first one is he will improve
his luency when reading famitiar (ext with phrasing and expression and with attention to
lext features such as punctuation, italics, end dialogue. The second goal i to be able to
add and subtract multi digit equatiofs with regrouping independently and he will be able
to solve times tables with minimal use of visuals and mampulatives. The third goal is to
use pre-writing, drafling, revising, editing and critiguing to produce finel drafis of writien
products. His fourth goal is to improve the amount of writien expresston he pmdl-l’.-ccs BS
well as quality/ legibility in order to wrile a variety of complete simple and compound
sentences, using a paragraph form and applying directionally concepts. The fifth is that
he will make predictions and answer why questions with eighty percent accuracy when
given pictures. The sixth is to improve his word knowledge and use by achieving eighty
percent accuracy on vocabulary (asks. His seventh and final goal is that he will formulate
eight out of ten grammalically correct sentences when retelling a story.

From my observations, Ben is very disorganized and needs much impm;;mem in
this. He secems to lose somcthing everyd;; and doesn’t always complete his homework.
One time, he said he didn’t know how to do his homework when the directions were

—
explained a few times over the course of two days and he still did not complele it. He
seens very friendly and social. He also sits in Lhe first row, but in the second from the
-

front seat. He sits behind a girl who has a one to one. The other seat | have seen him sit
/

in is in the last row, in the last seat, which is near the teacher’s aide. W o
Ay pE AT P
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Physical Arrangements

When I walked into this classroom, it seemed very orpanized. There were (liree

s ”~

rows of desks and five desks in each row. They were sel up vertically, all facing the
7

front. My four studenis seemed to mostly be in u:: first row or last row or in the fronl/
last seat of one of the middle rows. Having them sit there seems to make it easier for the
teacher or the aide to g; to them without distracting the other students. The student’s
desks were in the middle of the momf Next to Lhe last row of desks is a closet (hat has all
of the student’s assignments and notebooks. Anything they need in this classroom is in
that closet, except for pencil; or pens. The (eachers desk in is the front left comer nedt
the blackboard. The teacher’s aide’s desk is in the back right comer of the room. The
teacher’s desk and the teacher’s aide’s desk are diagona) from each other in the

spo¢clatesT
classroom. The education psychalagist sits at a table to the left of the door to get in the
clessroom. [ think they are placed there 50 they can see all of the students to sec if Lhey
are on or off (ask.

When Tara sits in the front seat she seems to turn around a tot and distract the boy
who sits right behind her. yhen Tara sits in the middie row and 1n the tast seat, she
doesn’t distract as many people. She scems to do her work more indepmd‘-e'ntly without
being as disiracted as she is in the front seat. In the back, she can tum around bnt nobody
is behind to distract. She slays faced forward and from what 1 have noticed, does her
work. If she hears something, she will lift her head but gets right back to }Ter work.

Kate sits in the first row in the [ast seat near the door. ] think she sits here

because her ears are so sensitive that sitting here she is away from the chalk board. She
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is at least a desk away from the other students and | Lh‘i}k this is because lhe other

7
students use pencils. Even though she wears ear piugs, I think seeing the students use the
/qoad WW—%WW fa A 7 Sovbive ¥
-~ Atlr

pencils bother het. So being able to have some space between her end the pencils being . D

used heips her behavior.

Ben sits in either the first row, second seat or the Jast row, in the last seat.
He sits hear so when he needs assistance he is cither near the one to one aide, who will
help him or the teacher’s aide. They can help him find his work without distracting the
other students or just assist him with the work he is tryih/g to complete. I have also seen
the aide write his notes for him from the board beca@a he writes sloppy and have some

e

trouble writing what is on the board into his notebook the same way. He will leave things.
- (2o %&M- S g.«z, Yoot accormoda¥r. t1n a
out. Id } evievvd ollies d>en A D

- —_—
Sam sits in the middle row in the second seat. He needs to sit in the front so he is

on task and can focus on what the (edCher is trying to teach. I think Sam would do bejie
though if he sat in one of the comer seals in the front or just one of the firsl seats. 5
in one of these seats I think he would accomptish more then he does in his current seal.
The teacher or one of the other three adults in the room would be able to watch him more cj)zi;’:;z e
closclytga wouldn’t be able o just sit there and not do anything for a long period of
time. 1think at least one of the aduits in the room would notice and start asking him
questions and get him to accomplish his work.
There are a few learning and recreation centers throughout the raom. There is a
Lablg-get up in the back of the room which has books they can read’(;n it. Where Mr. Fish
sit@r Is a puzzl@ i3 always doing one. Next to him there is a computer that the

students &dn use. AlSo in the opposite comer of where the door is there is a closet which
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-~

holds laptop cornpulers which (he students will use to type out assignménts they have. It
seems that every center in this classroom is on a different side of the room. One is in the
back of the room, one is near the door and where the lapiops are in the farthest side of the
room, diagonally from the dom{

There are no room dividers or study carrels in this classtoom. There is one seat in

the room which Jooks like & study carrel but it is actually where the students go before

-
they are sent out of the room when they are in trouble. This seat is where they fill out the
/
Critical Thinking Center sheet. This sheet is something a student fills out to explain why fior

they broke a ru¥e. It will be better explained in the Rule section of this paper. 1“'“"" ’ “! _Mﬂ

T.Ellere arc three storage centers in this room and they are on the opposite
wall of (he door. Near where the teacher’s aide sits is a storage unit with three drav:crs.
The teacher stores books in there and the students also store there binﬁfe;s in there. Next
to that is a talier storage unit, which holds all of the (eacher’s student’s academic thi;;gs.
Everyone of her students has & bin in thé:c and they keep some of their bin&ers and
nolebooks in there. Everything they need for this class is stored in these two storage
areas. The last siprage is for the tea::h;.; only. On that same well, there is a cjoset, which
stores the laplopg. This seems to be enough storage for this teacher end her students.
Everything seems to have a place end her room seems vcr;'/organized. She knows where
everything is and so doEs her students. If they need anything, they know where to go.

There is a set of windows in the back of the room. They are about two fest tall
and span the back wall. They are about ten feet up/ though, so no one can look out of
them..—Alsn I don’t know if the windows are just really dirty or have some sort of film on

7
them, but all a person pets from these is some light. Nobody can actually see anything
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outside. 1think it is good that the students cant sec anything outside |.ho/ugh because [
think it would be 2 huge disl.ract/er to these students. Having them only able o see light is
a good idea because this way it is one less distracter for them {o have.

The only distinctive feature [ found is there are a lot of adults in th/is classroom.
There are between three to four adults in this room at any givcn/time. Th.f_l"e is the
teacher, the teacher’s aide, a one to one and an educational m A person would
think this would be distracling but the students seem well adjusted. The four adults work
very well together and this seems to help the students a lot. They receive the much
needed help they need and should have. In this classroom, the students get that one fo
onc help they need to help them with their academics.

When the students have homework (hat is completed there is a small stack of
shelves on the teacher’s aide’s desk. When the students come into the classroom, they
bring their homework and stack it on one of tﬁ; shelves. The students don’t have work
completed folders. Since the students keep all of (their work in the clas;;oom, the teacher

-
just goes through their bin and corrects it. The students are only responsible for tarning

/"
in the homework fo the aide and everything else the teacher corrects from their personal
bin.
I think this 18 a great idea because most of the students have no organization

/
skills. So having them keep their stufT in the classroom keeps them from losing their

work they have compleled. yd

Temporal Arrangements



schedules. One sugpestion 1 have for all o.f their schedules are to have it all typed. All
four students have hand written in some parts of their schedule and it is very nol.icc;ble
that their handwriting is not neat. In the beginning of the year, they could have had some
trouble reading their schedules because it is so slopp; that they cannot undeystand what it
says. All four of these students besically move belween two classrooms for their
academnics. TIns makey it easier and lets there be less confusion in their schédule. The
other ctassroom they go into is across the hall in the same side of the building. Their
electives though have them moving around the bu.iiding. Most of these four shudents
have their eleclives at different times and with different students. [ 1hink this 1s a good
idea. It tets them interact with the rest of their grade/ and posstbly their sggool. Besides
their lunchtime, this is the only time théy can socialize with their peers that ate not in one
of these two classrooms. For Sam, Kate, and Tara, having this schedule seems to work
for them. ! haven’t seen them have any issues with it, but for Ben he seems to be a litlle
confused at times of where he is goiny,/./l think Ben needs the same schedule ever).(day
and for it not to change daily. 1 think he needs period’s D@é\en in a row everyday.
If he had this, I think it would help him be a little more organized or at least let him know

where he is going at every moment of the day. This would help with his confusion, he

shows at Limes. Othcnwsc 1he student’s schedules are good just minor fixes if they a:e
possible “w W
- W/M' o7 M»ﬁfﬂn W W /

Rules
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When I {irst went into this classmpom 1 did not see the rules posted. H took me

about a half hour or so (o finally see them. There is a dry erase board on Lhe back wall

Ve
near the door and they are posted on this. When I saw them posted T was surprised that

7/

therc were only five rules. Seeing this was pleasant. The rules are, One speaker at a
/

time, Raise your hand if you have something to do, Stay in your own personal space, Be
’,
polite, and Be prepared. Uufortunately though, when I looked at them a month later they

had erase‘:; So there were no rules posted anmeo/rc. One way to fix this would have been
1o put them on a poster and post it in the room on the wall. This would be an eisy fix to W
the problem. 7 %QW
The five rules in the classroorn are developmentafly appropriate. They are in
simplest form so everyone on every lev/e] will understand them. I would have 1o say that
the four students I observed understand them, even though they don’t always gl-low
them. The rules are few in number. The five rules the teacher has expresses everything ~
needed 1o have a well maintained classroom, to have good classroom manapgement.
There are not @nauy where the students would never remember them and no@inle
that they don’t cover everything needed to have a well managedﬁssroom.
The students in Mrs. Furtado’s class helped her to make the rules. They came up
—
with the first four of them and the teacher steered them to having the [ifth one, being
prepared. Havinp students help make the rules makes it easier for them to remember

them becanse they made them. A person remembers something berter when they make it.

The rules arc all positively stated, without any negative words at all.



From my observations, | haven’t nolict.ﬁ/mnny of the rules being periodically

reviewed. The one that is reviewed the most is to raise their hand when the have ml/""
something to do. Every time ] have observed, I heard this rule reviewed. Throughout
every class I have seep, this rule is reviewed.  The olher rule I have heard repeated 2 few [/ ¢0"

- L] - - L /
times is to have one speaker at a time. This one is usually repeated a least once a class.

-t

For the rest of the rules, I wouldn’t have even known they were rules if I didr’t read

them. I bhave never heeard them said by anyone, Lhe students or the 1eachers. An easy step

to help this situation would be (o go over the rules periodically. If the rules were gone

over more often throughout the day and not just when they are not being foHowed, the

kids might not break them as often. The students will break Lhe rules at some point but

maybe not every class, maybe only once a day.

The rule following behavior is not always positively reinforced. 1 would have to

say most of the time it is but sometimes it is not. Sometimes the weacher will remind the

Ve

students to raise their hand and(vill tell (he students they are doing a great job. She will

point out the students by saying their names when they are following directions and the

rules. When the students have a good week of following the rules and directions all week

they earn time with Mr. Fish. At their junchtime, they can come back to the classroom

and hang out with Mr. Fish. The students seemn to look forward to eaming time with him.

—

—

He teaches them how (o make things oul of gimp, make origami, and 10 juggle. He also

makes puzzies and they are allowed (o help him make it, but only if they do everything

they are supposed to.

D

When the students are not foltowing the rules or directions they are usually given

the three strikes ang giit. When they get the (hird strike, they have to go to CTC
- el et 3 Flwe caald tars a
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(Critical Thinking Center). CTC is in the back of the room at a desk that looks like a

study corral. The student and the teacher have to fill out the same sheet of paper that asks

him/her questions. The teacher fills out one side asking her for her explanation of what
s

happened and what her recommendations are and then the adminisiration wants to have

happen. The other side the student fills out explaining their side of wl';: happened. 1do
find it interesting that on the students side of the CTC paper‘,'yoﬁ\\énd'ho: 15 in capitols. It
points out to the students that it is something that they did wrong and it is nobody else’s
fault but their own. At the end of this report is a copy of a blank CTC form. 1 agree with

— Y45
having a CTC form becanse it makes the student think about what they did and makes .
them reglize that it isn’t anybody else’s fault but their own. If a student thinks it is
somebody else’s fault, they wouldn®t be able to hil this form out. Every question on the
form has the word “you” in it. So there ig no way around filling out this form if the

student (hinks it is someone else’s fault. [ think this is great so the student has to (ake

responsibility for what they have done. ]
2 Shm Zln Yo howt v Yuk
2 Lomt  withay % cawld haw oL
pmaTensl .
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Group Composition

When | observed in Mrs. Furlado’s classroom, I noticed that the days schedule is
- ~
—
on the board for her roorn. She has whew academics are and if the students have
advisory or IBT on their schedule. The ontyfShe doesn’t have on the boeard is their
electives. The teachers aide and the teacher Lhoug@o know when these are for cach
student. When they ask them what they bave, they have always been able to give them
an answer.
P
Any class that walks into this classroom does 2 warm-up first. It is always written

on the lefl side of the chalk board, I think this helps the students pet ready for the class

they have and gives them an idea of what the ¢lass is going to be about. When the kids

o
'k
vy
roat

(M
come in they know to go over to the storage closct where their bins are end get out (heir EX’{

materials for that particular class. Once they gather their materials, they sit down at their
seats and start the warm-up until class is ready to begin. The students nsually get about
five minules to complete the warm-up.
At the end of the day, Mrs. Furtado announces that the afiemoon announcements
gre going to be in a few m'?u’tgs. Even between classes, she gives the students a notice
-

about a minute or two before the bell rings to help them transition and get ready for the

end of class and for the hell ringing. 1 think transitioning the students before the bell

7~
rings and at the end of the dav is a great idea. This helps them prepare themselwves for

leaving the room, changing the subject or going homes”
For students who ere misbehaving, the teacher has the three strikes and your out

system. They get two strikes, then go to CTC, then are sent to the office and have to go
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see the principle. Once a student gets the second strike, they seem to clamn down and they
realize that they will be in more trouble if they get ong more. I have only seen one
student get sent to CTC and it wasn/’t one of my four students I'n observing. My
students [ have noticed usuaily stop at strike one. Once they get the first strike, they
seem to start focusing on what they are supposed to be doing and not what everyone else
1s doing or just being off task in general. This system seems to work for an effective
classroorn management strategy.' On the other hand, [ haven’t seen much irnmediate
positive reinforcement. T haye thg'adults in the room tell the kids that they are doing a
great job but fo able to do an activity for being pood they have to be good for a week
straight. The students get a lot of verbal praise and not as much langjb]/; things for doing
a good job.

Once the teacher has started the lesson, she will have the students work together
as a large group to solve a problem on the board. For example, she is teaching a lesson in
Math. She will first put an adding fractions problem on the board and ask the class a
whole (o rmse their hand if they know how to cornplete the problem. She will do this &
few times with the whole class. Also, she encourages the students to draw pictures or use
an envelope of manipulatives to help them solve the problem. Then she witl hand ont 2
ditto full of adding fractions. As the students are working, the teacher’s aide @d herself
will go around the room giving the students one on one attention to then exp!ain.;hc
directions again to them. Teaching this way helps the students who might be a litile
ahead in Math then the other st:denls are. They can go ahead and do the ditto without

having (0 wait for the other students to catch up. While the other students who are not

sure about what they are doing, can get the one on one instruction they need. This is 2
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greal way to teach kids who are at different levels a lesson in any subject. This is how it
can be done.

This classroom is all around the leveled students. This class is considered the low
level class of special education. Ben, Sam, and Tara are all about the level academically,
but Kate is in the average range for ber grade. She doesa’t have any problems
academically. The other three need the extra help they receive in this classroom.

The students I observed are all at stage two according to Rockwell and Guetzloe.

L
igher tolerance

They only respond appropriately most of the time. The students

not

for when they become frustrated with the other students and I Haveligen any (antrums or

physical aggression. They all seemn to want friends and have the need to belong. Kate is
more shy about it and won’t initiatéa conversation with anyone but if sameone lalks to
her she will have a conversation with them. The other three are very social and (aik all of
the time, even when they are not supposed 10 be, especially Tara. This cannot be

-~
explained more because this is what I have observed from watching the whole class. |
haven’1 observed any of these students when they are broke up inlo groups.

For the most part, the students in this class are space a little bit away from each
other. There aren’t any students who are right next to anyone, unless there is & student
who sits in front of them. The rows are all about three or four feet apart 1o keep some
space between the students and having thein like this helps keep the students from always
being in each others personal space. This influences their behavior because they cant
ouch people as easily as if their desks were all nght next to each other. Mrs. Furtado

also tries to have some space between the students who she knows ere easily distracted

by other studenis. This is & great way to keep the students on task.
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Summary

After carefully observing in this classroom for about a month, I have only a few
suggestions for change. Otherwise, | think this teecher is doing a great job with the
structure of her classroom. She is very quick to change a child’s seat or try (o figure out
the easiest way to make a child’s behavior decrease:without having to make dramatic
changes. She has a lot of experience end working with people with disabilities and she
takes all of her experience into her job as a teacher. She has great ideas for her students
to try to help them and 1 agree with what she does. -

For the physical environment, there are only minor changes to be made. An
example ] already said was to change Tara's seat to the back and see if this helps gcr to
stay on task. If she 1s back therz she won’t be able to turn around and taik to other
students. If there aren’t any students directly next Lo her, she will ot be as distracted and
might be able to stay on task more ofien. The other three students seat are g’:t;d where
they are and I think where they seat benefits them.

For temporal arrangements is also a quick {ix. I wonld just make sure all of the
student’s schedules are completely ryped and lhg;v- don’t write any of it on. When it is
writien sloppy, they might not understand what it says.

For rutes, I would just make sure they are posted in the room and not on :d;;r
erase board that could era:«;e, like it did in this classroom. Having only five rules were
great and having the students be able to work togeiher to make th;n is a great idea.

Having them be part of the process is important for them. This way they can say they

made the rules and this way they should kaow what they are.
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Group composition/ processes in this classroom are good. The four students I had
observed are all at stage two and seem to get along well with each other. They all seem
to like each other and don’t seem to have any problems with each other or anyone else in
the classroom. Most of the students ] observed are on (he same level, but Kate i3 at a
higher academic level but also has more behavioral problems. Overall, the group
composition in this classroom is good and doesn’t need any major changes.

The teacher I had observed during observing the four students tries to have the
best clagsroom. She is always talking to her students 1o make therd fi mfortable in
her room. If one of her students is having a problem, she will always take them aside and
talk to Lﬁem to make Lhem feel better. She is there for her students and (ries 10 do her best
at meeting all of Ltheir necds. She is always trying to help them. If a student is having a
bad day, she will chenge (heir seat or give them a strikee or (atk to them to try to get them
back on track and on (ask. From what I have noticed this isn’t always very easy. She is

-
always joking around with her students but when she 1s serious they know when to switch

~
modes back into being sericus. It does lake Tara a little more time to switch from jokes

- -

to serious but Mrs. Furtado knows this. She will give her the time needed to calm back
down and to be able to focus. She knows how 1o teach the students and to not be mean

-

and to meke leaming fun. She tries to always have pictures or some tangible the students
—

¢an hold on to. The students wil! also use manipulatives to help them solve problems.

When she does this, she (rics to accommodate all types of leamers.

Since she has many different students in her classroom, she needs to be able to

teach to all types of learners and se does. She isa great multi-lasker. She can help more
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than one smdent at a time. She will have the students listen, write, use visuals or
different tangibles, depending on what the lesson s about.

When the students are not behaving appropriately, they know (hat when she gives
them a strike she is serious. She is not mean about it lhc?xfgh, she just tells them in her
normatl tone of voice. It doesn’t rise or change at allfl. I think the three strike rule she uses -
is great and the CTC even though I don’ at was her idea. I think that was the
schdolsAdea. She talks 1o (he students a@o;v: to them. She makes herself on the same
level as then. She doesn’t consider herself higher than they are. She considers everyone
in the classroom as being on the same fevel. This will help the students to like you and to

She modeds respecsy !
trust you.

Mrs. Furtade encournges positive social interaction between her students. She
only likes the students to talk positively and nicely to each other. If anyone is being rude,

- —
ahe will stop it right away. She will explain to them (hat they were being rude and that

: rd
they should apologize to the other student. Sometimes the students don’t always know

when they are being rude and a0 when Mrs. Furtado sees Lhis happening, she explaing
why what they said is rl.{de- 1 have seen one discussion she has with her students about
wearing glasses. She had this conversation with (hem because some of her students are
supposed to be weanng glasses and they don‘{ They are afraid they will be laugh’:d at by
the other students. So Mrs. Furtade told her students that she used to wear ;asscs, it
made them feel a little better about having to wear glasses. She told her students that
none of their classmates would laugh at them and that everything would I:-e/alright. She
also explained that of any of them need to talk about it or anything else then _Lhan

come speak to her.
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Mrs. Furtado always encourages active engagemﬁt in learning and self-
motivation. Every lesson I have seen bas active participation. The students always seem
to have more discussion in class than sitting at their desks :nd doing dittos. She is always
asking them to answer question and if thev are not then she will call on them to answer
one. This way none of her stude@lc ever being left out and everyone is pgetting a tum.
When (he students write on the board she has the students take tuns to meke sure
everyone writes on the board. This is important for Kate to do since she doesn’t like
chalk. She sliil geis to wear her earplugs, but has to write on the board so she is included.

She gives the students a lot of verbal praise while they are completing work. This
helps the students be self-motivated because they know they are doing good. When a

-
student knows they are doing something correct then they want to keep doings those

-
things o keep getting the praise they are getting. The students are always being
molivated and encouraged by all of the adults in this classroom. When (hey are

consistent]y being encouraged to do their academics then they are also going to be

It will be B good role mode} for students. They will want 1o be like the other students.

Overell, ! am very pleased (o have been m Mrs. Furtado’s class. I have leemned a
{ot about her students and much more about how the structure of 2 classroom affects the
students. I couldn’t have asked for a better teacher 1o observe. She only has minor
changes (o make and doing this might help decrease some of the problems she has with at
least the four students I observed. Doing this observation has also made me realize

middle school isn't as bad as I thought it was. It looks like it would be fun to teach these

“_)?004{



25

grades. Iam very surprised at how much structure has to do with a student’s behavior. 1
didn’t realize it iufluenced it so much. When I become a teacher, structure will always be

the [irst to change because it is the easiest.

~> ofF course |
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2:00 -2:15 House B locker room duty

10:43-11:08 is a waste af your time

Everything else is self explainatory.
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Structure Project

SPED 310-03 Fall 2009
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