Assessment Case Study Proficient/Meets
Assessment Plan for

Introduction
is in the eighth grade, enrolled in an intensive ESL program at Joseph Jenks
Junior High School. Her home country is Guatemala. She is 14 and has been in the U.S. for only
a year and a half. She was formally schooled in her home country until her departure to the
U.S. Some of her interests include singing, dancing, painting, listening to music and talking with
friends.
I decided to conduct an assessment plan for
because of her high levels of proficiency in
all four skill areas (listening, speaking, reading and writing) on the ACCESS for ELLs
examination. I was interested in knowing how such high proficiency levels were possible with
her being in the U.S. for such a short period of time.
Home Language Survey
I conducted the BOISE Schools home language survey with
In this survey, I
discovered that
native language is Spanish and that she uses Spanish when at
home.
uses both English and Spanish to talk with friends.
Apart from the home language survey, I gave
the Background Information Survey for
English Language Learners from The Amazing English! How-To Handbook. In this survey I
learned that her mom also speaks English, but seldom with
at home. From this survey,
I learned that
had been enrolled in a bilingual program at her former school in
Guatemala. She told me that half of the day she was instructed in Spanish and the other half, she
was instructed in English. This was the contributing factor as to why
had high scores
on the ACCESS for ELLs examination that she had taken soon after her arrival to the U.S.
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Formal Assessment
I collected the formal assessment data for
language for 2009 and 2010. In the
2009 ACCESS for ELLs score report,
was tested in Tier A. In the 2010
ACCESS for ELLs score report she was tested in Tier C. Her results are listed below. It
is clear that she progressed i n every area from the year 2009-2010. She especially
progressed in the Listening and Speaking areas.
ACCESS Score Report 2009
Listening
Speaking
Reading
Writing
Oral Language
Literacy
Comprehension
Composite Score

346
357
369
359
352
364
362
360

ACCESS Score Report 2010
Listening
Speaking
Reading
Writing
Oral Language
Literacy
Comprehension
Composite Score

https://ep3.chalkandwire.com/ep2_ric/Portfolio_Archived.aspx?u=Ncloud&t=20101231133452&cus=235&pageID=17366&AllocationId=1469

431
435
375
361
433
368
392
388
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Speaking and Listening Comprehension
My intent for the oral language sample was to get an authentic sample of speech. Before
starting the video, I gave Keila (left) and
(right) a topic that I wanted them to
talk about. They had no rehearsal time for these language samples, they only knew the
topic that they would be conversing about. Both Keila and
did a wonderful job
talking as they normally would with each other. I assessed
in five skill areas
(comprehension, fluency, vocabulary, pronunciation, and grammar) using the MELA-O
scoring rubric.
Comprehension - Level 5 – In both oral language samples there is no trace of
misunderstanding questions that Keila poses.
makes it clear that she understands
interpersonal conversations
Fluency - Level 5 – In both oral language samples there is clear evidence that
is
not searching for words. In fact, she speaks so quickly that it is almost difficult to keep up
with what she is saying. This language sample reflects the fluency of a native speaker of
the same age.
Vocabulary - Level 4 – It seems evident that
has a high level of vocabulary
recognition in English. However, she can use more appropriate words in particular
circumstances. In the language video,
tells Keila “I talk Spanish” which can be
correct, but sounds awkward. I feel that
does not always use the most
appropriate words, and this is why she is a level 4.
Pronunciation - Level 4.5 –
has a wonderful handle on the pronunciation of
English words. There were a couple of words she mispronounced due to transfer in the
L1. The word family she pronounces with three syllables rather than two. In Spanish the
word “familia” has three syllables. In addition to this error, I observed that she
pronounces the word “English” as if it were spelt with an “A”. I noticed that
pronounces the /th/ sound as /de/. This is also typical of naives of Spanish.
Grammar - Level 3.5 With

I observed some common errors that natives of
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Spanish make. The grammatical errors that
made are listed below. She would
benefit from some grammar instruction to clear up some typical transfer errors. It seems
that she also has some trouble with prepositions.

How you say

- omits “do”

I go weekends with my dad

- omits proposition and article “on the”

He didn’t stop doing nothing

- uses double negative

He want me to play

- uses present tense to express past (wanted)

on December

- incorrect use of prepositions(in December)

I go almost all Decembers

-word choice (all-every)

He did not want to buy it [the shoes] -omits plural

When grading
with the Holistic Oral Language Scoring Rubric from Fairfax
County Public Schools, Virginia she scored between a 4 and 5 out of a 6 point scale.
Level 4.5:
·
·
·
·
·

Speaks in social and classroom settings with sustained and connected discourse;
any errors do not interfere with meaning
Speaks with near-native fluency; any hesitations do not interfere with
communication
Uses a variety of structures with occasional grammatical errors
Uses adequate vocabulary; some word usage irregularities
Understands simple sentences in sustained conversations, requires repetition

MASSACHUSETTS ENGUSH LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT-QRAL

MEL...

Conclusion of Oral Language Assessment
I feel that

needs some attention in practicing vocabulary. At times, her word
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choice is not appropriate and an audience who is not accustomed to speaking to nonnatives of English may be confused. In addition to this, she would benefit from making
her range of vocabulary larger.
also commits some typical transfer errors that occur with natives of
Spanish. Some of the errors are a simple fix, and she must be careful of not fossilizing
these errors. She would benefit wits some practice with prepositions and small errors with
the third person and simple past tense.

Self Assessment of Academic Language Functions.pdf
Self Assessment of Communication Strategies.pdf
Self Assessment of Oral Language.pdf
Self Assessment of Speaking Ability.pdf
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Reading Assessment
I assessed
reading with a sample reading from a chapter book being read in her ELA
class. When I asked
about what she liked to read, she told me one specific book called
Sadako. This is a book about a girl who is living in the times of WWII and discovers she has
Lukemia.
I did a running record with
assessing her informally using the How To Take a Running
Record article from The Story Box, The Wright Group. I assessed
with a text of 268
words. She had 14 errors of the reading excerpt. Her most common error was mispronouncing
unknown words in addition to pronouncing only the present tense rather than the simple
past. She also substituted some prepositions and omitted a couple of words. Overall her reading
accuracy level for this text was 94.5% which means she is able to read this text independently.
Equation: 268/14=19
Running Rate: 1:19 = 94.5% Accuracy Rate
Reading Comprehension
Question Asked: What is this chapter about?
Answer: They find out that Sadako has Leukemia
Question Asked: Who are the characters in the chapter?
Answer: Sadako, the mom, Sadako’s family and the doctors
Question Asked: What is the setting of this chapter?
Answer: The Red Cross Hospital

Strategies Used for Oral Reading
Taken from DRA Observation Guide
Phrasing and Fluency – Student reads
•

In longer phrases most of the time; adequate rate

Intonation – Student reads with:
•

Adjusts intonation to convey meaning; attends to punctuation.

At difficulty – Student problem solves using:
•
•

Letter sound clusters
Pausing

Table of Errors in Running Record
Word in Text
whirl
that
in
wobbly
fell
Mr.
Sasaki
Sadako
an
asked
three
stroked
their
word

Error
wheel
repetition 2
on
wibly
felt
Mrs.
repetition 2
Sudako
the
ask
omission
stroke
omission
words

Possible Reasons
unknown word
prepositions
unknown word
word confusion
word confusion
unfamiliar name
unfamiliar name
word confusion
simple past
simple past
addition of plural
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Writing Sample 1 – Informal Writing – Title: Spooked
I have included a variety of different writing samples from
and graded them
with both the Six Traits of Writing Rubric and the WIDA writing rubric. In the first
sample writing piece, the assignment was to make a story from one of the vocabulary
words that were found in the text that was being read at the time, The
Outsiders.
picked the word spooked and wrote a small story of a time when she
was “spooked”. I graded
using the Five Point - Six Traits of Writing Rubric for
this assignment. In the category of Ideas she scored a 4 – Effective because she had a
narrow topic, she had credible details with support and it was clear to see that
understood the topic. In the category of Organization,
scored a 3 – Developing
because her lead was routine, she had logical sequencing and her pacing was under
control. In Voice,
scored a 4 – Effective because the writing was interesting,
informative, and engaged the reader. Her purpose was also consistent and she did not lose
control of what she wanted to say. In word choice,
scored a 2 – Emerging
because although she attempts to use interesting words, she did not take risks with using
action verbs. The language that she uses is functional and she uses words that convey
general meaning. In Sentence Fluency
scored a 3 – Developing because she
attempts compound sentences and also starts her sentences in different ways, making the
reading more interesting. In Conventions,
scored a 3 - Developing because she
has few spelling errors and her grammar errors are infrequent. She needs a little bit more
attention on using commas and other punctuation correctly. In Presentation,
scored a 5 – Strong because she effectively added graphics and her writing is presented in
an appropriate and professional manner.
ELL Assessment - Informal.pdf

Writing Sample 2 – History Project – Title: Good Citizen
This writing sample was collected from
History portfolio. Her history teacher
had done a unit on the duties of a citizen and assigned a writing assignment where the
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students had to write about a good citizen in their community. I graded this piece with the
Five Point – Six + 1 Traits of Writing Rubric. In this writing sample
explains
why her dad is an example of a good citizen. In the category of Ideas, she scored a 4 –
Effective because she had a narrow topic, she had credible details with support and it was
clear to see that
understood the assignment. In the category of Organization,
scored a 4 – Effective because she had an effective lead and conclusion, in
addition to this, she had good sequencing, pacing and flow. In the category of Voice,
scored a 4 – Effective because the writing was interesting, informative, and
engaged the reader. Her purpose was also consistent and she did not lose control of what
she wanted to say. In word choice,
scored a 2 – Emerging because although she
attempts to use interesting words, she did not take risks with this writing piece. The
language that she uses is functional and she uses words that convey general meaning. In
sentence fluency,
scored a 4 – Effective because her writing has easy flow,
rhythm and includes well crafted sentences and structure. In Conventions,
scored a 3 – Developing because of some small grammatical errors in the last
paragraph. She also needs some assistance with punctuation. In Presentation,
scored a 5 – Strong because her writing is presented in an appropriate and professional
manner with proper spacing and a title.

History Assessment.pdf

Writing Sample 3 – ELA Project – Title: The Breadwinner
This sample of writing is a book report that
was assigned in her ELA class. I
feel that this piece of writing was less edited than the others and some of
weaknesses are revealed. In the category of Ideas,
received a 4 –Effective
because her topic is narrowed, she had provided details and clearly comprehends the
events that took place in the book that she is writing about. In Organization,
scored a 4 – Effective because she has an excellent lead and a good conclusion. Her
sequencing, flow and pacing also work well in this piece. In the spacing and separating of
the paragraphs,
needs a little bit of work, because towards the end of the report,
it is unclear where the paragraphs are. In Voice, she scored a 3 – Developing because the
report is “safe” and the purpose is inconsistent at times. In Word Choice,
scored
a 3 – Developing because she uses some active verbs and precise nouns, but generally
stays on the “safer” side of experimenting with the language. In Sentence Fluency
scored a 3 – Developing, as she attempts compound and complex sentences. He
sentences also begin in different ways. In Conventions,
scored a 2 –Emerging
because she had a few errors when trying to express possessives and she also had
omissions of articles and connecting words. I feel that if she had read this piece aloud to
herself, she would have seen many of these errors.
also had a number of
misspellings in this report.
used many direct quotes in this piece, but weaving
the quotes in properly and finding appropriate quotes is something she can work
on. Finally, in Presentation,
scored a 4 –Effective. The print is readable, but the
watermark is distracting and makes the words hard to read at times. In addition to this,
sometimes her spacing is difficult to follow, but the overall appearance is professional
and neat.
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ELA Assessment - The Breadwinner.pdf

WIDA Writing Rubric Score: Level 3 – Developing
is at the developing stage of her writing in these writing pieces. Some
characteristics of her writing described by WIDA are:
·
·
·

Simple and expanded sentences that show emerging complexity used to provide
detail
Usage of general and some specific language related to the content area; lack of
needed vocabulary may be evident
Generally comprehensible when writing in sentences; comprehensibility may from
time to time be impeded by errors when attempting to produce more complex
text.

Conclusion of Writing Samples
I have included a variety of different writing samples from
and graded them
with both the Six +1 Traits of Writing Rubric and the WIDA writing rubric. I have found
that
needs more practice with word choice. She has great ideas, but does not
always have the specific language to convey her ideas in interesting and creative
ways. She often stays on the “safe side” when it comes to experimenting with
vocabulary. In addition to this her conventions need some work as well. In her writing
samples, I have noticed some punctuation confusion, like weather to use a comma or start
a new sentence.
also needs some attention to specific grammar structures, such
as the use of possessives and the third person “s”. She does however, have a good
concept of ideas, voice and presentation. I would first work on word choice with
because I feel that a strong vocabulary in her writing would make it much more
interesting to read for her audience. I would also slowly introduce mini-grammar lessons
working on topics listed above.
Breakdown of Scores.docx
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I have discovered many useful facts about

language proficiency in

all four skill areas in conducting the assessment case study. I first discovered why her
English language skills were so high soon after her arrival to the U.S. In the background
language survey, I discovered that she had attended a bilingual school in Guatemala. This
explained her high levels on the ACCESS for ELLs score report in all four skill areas
(listening, speaking, reading, writing).
In the formal language assessments that I included in the case study, I saw a
growth in all four skill areas on the ACCESS for ELLs score report from the year 20092010. I noticed that her strength on the ACCESS score report of 2009 was in reading and
in the 2010 her highest area was speaking. I believe that these results are very typical for
a student coming from a bilingual school. It is probable that most of the materials given
to

in Guatemala were in print, and she had a good amount of exposure to

reading in English, which is why she scored so high in reading. Further evidence that
supports

high reading level early upon arrival to the U.S is her NECAP Score

report. In the beginning of the year 2009, she scored “Proficient” in reading. Her scores in
listening and speaking were probably not the highest due to the lack of opportunities to
speak English in the community in Guatemala. Here, in the U.S.

is completely

immersed in the language and has many friends that she talks with in English, which
explains the jump in the listening and speaking areas on the ACCESS score report for
2010.
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In the oral language assessment, I found that

needs some work on

grammar. She is always able to be understood, but her language contains some common
errors. Some of these errors are due to transfer, and others are just more difficult concepts
to grasp. Because

goes to school with many ELLs, a great deal of the input that

she takes in is that of her peers, which she could be internalizing. In the oral language
sample, it is also evident that she speaks with confidence and fluency.
As mentioned before, one of

strengths is reading. She scored above

average in the running record that I conducted with her. Her reading comprehension is
also very high as she answered all comprehension questions correctly.

also

reads with as steady rate, and attends to punctuation as presented within a text.
has shown a high interest in reading and often reads at home.
In her writing assessments,

needs more practice with word choice. She

has great ideas, but does not always have the specific language to convey her ideas in
interesting and creative ways. She often stays on the “safe side” when it comes to
experimenting with vocabulary. In addition to this her conventions need some work as
well. In her writing samples, I have noticed some punctuation confusio n, like weather to
use a comma or start a new sentence.

also needs some atten tion to specific

grammar structures, such as the use of possessives and the third person “s”. She does
however, have a good concept of ideas, voice and presentation. I would first work on
word choice with

because I feel that a strong vocabulary in her writing would

make it much more interesting to read for her audience. I would also slowly introduce
mini-grammar lessons working on topics listed above.
In conclusion,

has many strengths in the four skills and needs some fine

tuning in grammar and vocabulary. She has many strengths, which is great to mention to
her when working on the areas in which she is developing. It is important to always build
upon strengths while working on weaknesses so that the student does not lose hope or
confidence.

tion to specific grammar st
there is more to mention here
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Assessment Result
Criterion

Presentation

Ratin
g

5.0

Criterion Comments

You might have had the Background Language Survey completed by the mother to capture her perspectiv

of the Case

about

Study and

used in each area give us an excellent portrait of

Home

surveys administered are very helpful to interpreting her levels of performance across listening, speaking,

Language

reading and writing. The WIDA scores should not be presented as scaled scores as this is hard to interpret

Assessments

instead use the WIDA levels (3.7, 5.3, etc.)

Selection and

6.0

current skills. But otherwise, the case study assessment is very well done. The tools you
English abilities and the home language

You did an excellent job with this area capturing her oral language abilities through both formal and inform

Administration

means. However, you did not summarize what you learned from her self-assessments even though you

of

present them here and should add this to complement your ratings with her own perception of her abilities

Assessment

As to the oral language sample, I completely agree with your ratings, except that I would rate her vocabula

Measures for

a 3 on the MELA-O. You did a wonderful job analyzing her oral miscues, but might have mentioned her

the

difficulty with do/did (what else you did?). She is quite colloquial in her use of English and you might have

Assessment

mentioned that she has a natural and fluid rate of speech and speaks like other teens in terms of her use o

of Oral

colloquial English with peers.

Language
Selection and

4.0

Add the lexile level of the book. Having a recording of her reading would have been nice, but still, it is clea

Administration

you did a very good job with this assessment. Very good use of the running record procedure. I like how yo

of

evaluated her strategies using the DRA Observation Guide. What you call " word confusion" on your chart

Assessment

should be reported as a "substitution". Some self-assessments would help expand the view of the learner

Measures for

here. How does she feel about her reading? How does she assess her own performance and what does s

the

want help with?

Assessment
of Reading
Selection and

5.0

Your visual presentation of information is excellent as is your commentary. I agree with your conclusions

Administration

overall. However, I would give a lower score on Ideas in The Breadwinner and also in Organization. There

of

are not enough transitions provided to the reader and the ideas area not always clear. So I would rate both

Assessment

areas a 3. Because this is less edited it does give us a better view on her needs in writing. You also neede

Measures for

self-assessments to complement your ratings and give a view of her own perception of her writing abilities

the

Also do add the 5-point 6+1 traits and WIDA writing rubrics here so the reader can see them as they read

Assessment

your comments.

of Writing
Interpretation of

4.0

Beautifully presented and very well organized. I think you picked an excellent student to profile for this project and I

Results and

enjoyed getting to know the student through your portrayal of her performance. You do need to add more self-

Data-Based

assessments for literacy and then talk about the self-assessment results in your conclusion. Otherwise, your case study

Decision-

very well done. Excellent use of technology to present the assessment information. Consider this a 4+

Making; Use of
Technology to
Present Results

